CLAIMS 

1. (Ciirrentiy Amended) A decorative or shiny coating for deposit on an articlejubstralfi, 

said coating comprising: 

a first leveline l ayer comprised of polymeric material dSEfiSitslon at least a portion of 
£the surfece ofl said arrinl R snhjf^rate to provide a leveling effect thereto; and 

a second dg£QEatiye.layer comprised of a compound selected fmm the group consisting of 
zirconium compotrad, titanium compound or zirconiumAitanium aUoy compound on said first 
leveling l ayer. 

45. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 1 wherein said first leveling.layer of 
polymeric material is selected from the groiq> consisting of polycarbonate, polyester, 
polymethacrylate, polystyrene, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene, styiene-aciylonitrile, alkyd lesin. 
polyethylene, and blends and copolymers thereof, 

46. (Previously Added) The coating of claim 1 wherein said compound is selected from the 
group coBSistmg of a nitride, an oxide, a carbide, or a carbonitride of ziicomum, titanium or 
aarconium/titanjum alloy. 

47. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 1 further comprising a third EQtectiiffiJayer 
comprised of a polymeric material selected from the group consisting of polyurethane. 
polyacrylate or polymethacrylate on said second toS^XS-layer. 

48. (Currently Amended) A decorative or shiny coating for d eposit on . a n article^ubste^ 

ssid. coating comprising: 

a first leveling l ayer comprised of polymeric material deposited o n at least a portion of 

Ifhe surfece ofl said article ^ii b^T t9 Pmvii? a l^-?linf affyfi th^eto; 
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a. sBCond adhesion mTOnoting l ayer selected firom the group consisting of zirconium, 
titanium or aiconium/titanium alloy on said first ievdia£.layer; and 

a third decorative l ayer comprised of a compound selected from tiie group consisting of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium/titanium alloy compound on said second 
adhesion nromotiag.l ayer. 

49. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 48 wherein said first leveling layer of 
polymeric material is selected fiom the group consisting of polycarbonate, polyester, 
polymethacryiate, polystyrene, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene, styrene-acrylooitiiie, alkyd resm, 
polyethylene, and blends and copolymers tiiereof. 

50. (Previously Added) The coating of claim 48 wherein said compound is selected fi»m 
tiie groifl) consisting of a nitride, an oxide, a carbide, or a carbonitride of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium/titanium alloy. 

51. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 48 further comprising a fourth protective 
layer comprised of a polymeric material selected firom tiie group consisting of poiyuretiiane, 
polyacrylate or polymethacryiate on said tiiiid decoratcjsjayer. 

52. (Cuitentty Amended) A decorative or shiny coating for depp?itpft.an article.substrate, 

said coating comprising: 

a first leveling l ayer comprised of polymeric material deposited o n at least a portion of 
Ithe surface oQ said ^^^^^ o.,T,ctrate tn prnvide a leveling effect theretg ; and 

a decorative s andwich layer comprised of alternating layers of compounds selected from 
the group consisting of zirconium coi^jound, titanium compound or zirconiumAitanium alloy 
compound on said first le^relmgjayer. 
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53. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 52 wherein said first I fi Ygljng l ayer of j 
polymeric material is selected from the group consisting of polycaibonate, polyester, 
polymethacrylate, polystyrene, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene. styrene-aciylonitrilc, alkyd resin, 
polyethylene, and blends and copolymers thereof. 

54. (Previously Added) The coating of claim 52 wherein said compoimd is selected from 
the group consisting of a nitride, an oxide, a carbide, or a carbomlride of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium/titanium alloy. 

55. (Currently Amended) The coating of claim 54 wherein said terafesandwich layer is 
comprised of alternating layers comprised of zirconium nitride and titanium nitride. 

56. (Currently Amended) The coaling of claim 52 fuither comprising a top ETO tective l ayer 
comprised of a polymeric material selected from the group consisting of polyuretbane, 
polyacrylate or polymethactylatc on said sandwich layer. 

57. (Cunently Amended) The coating of claim 52 further comprising a n a^ h wion ptomot iait 
layer selected from the group consisting of aiconium, titaidum or ziiconium/titamum alloy 
disposed intermediate said first levelme l ayer and said d ^orati ve.sandwich layer- 

58. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a decorative or shiny appearance to an 
articl e_substmte. said method comprising: 

applying a first leveling l ayer comprised of a polymeric material deposited o n at least a 
portion of Ithe surface oQ said article sn^ffW t9 ptPY^de n jevf Ijnp effect tliereto; and 

applying a second decomtive layer comprised of a compound selected from the group 
consisting of zirconium oompomid. titanimn compound or zirconimn/titamum alloy compound 
on said first levcling^lay er. 
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59. (Cuirently Amended) The method of claim 58 further comprising the step of applying a 
thiTd protective l ayer comprised of a polymeric material selected ftom the groiq. consisting of 
polyorethane, polyacrylate or polymethacrylate on said second decorative l ayer. 

60. (Cwrently Amended) A method fiar providing a decorative or shiny appearance to an 
articl e substrate, said method comprising: 

applying a first leveling l aver comprised of a polymeric material on at least a portion of 
lUie sux&ce ofl said «.T*8nV ynK^te to provide a leveling effect thgcfftp; 

applying a second layer comprised of ziTConium, titanium or zirconiumAitamnm alloy on 

said first layn; and 

applying a third layer comprised of a compound selected from the group consisting of 
zirconium compound, tilamom compound or zirconium/titanium alloy compomid on said second 



layer, 



61. (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 60 fWher comprising the step of applying a 
fourth.JIQtectiye layer compri sed of a polymeric material selected fiom the groiq> consisting of 
polyurethane, polyacrylate or polymethacrylate on said third layer. 

62. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a decorative or shiny appearance to an 
articl e substrate, said method comprising: 

applying a &st lgxeling.layer comprised of a polymeric material on at least a portion of 

tthe surface oQ said m lii 1( i -^11^-t^pT^; tn rT-"i'*° T 'VYr"nr ^^^^ 

applying a d^or^sandwich layer comprised of alternating layeis of compounds 
selected ftom the group consisting of zirconium compomid. titanimn compound or 
zirconium/titanhjm alloy compound on said first layer. 
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63. (Currently Amended) The mettwd of claim 62 further comprising the step of applying a 
protective l ayer comprised of a polymeric material selected ftom the group consisting of j 
poiyurethane, polyacrylate or polymctiiacrylate on said sandwich layer. 
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